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[bookmark: _GoBack]Code of Hammurabi
[bookmark: _Ref63552754]In the ancient world, the Babylonians were known for many things ranging from their beautiful and unique art to breathtaking architectural designs. King Hammurabi was one among the many kings who ruled over Babylonian and made an immense impact.[footnoteRef:1] Thus, he is revered as the only powerful and ambitious ruler of the kingdom. As a skilled military leader and administrator, he led the kingdom to many battle victories and made Babylon city grow rapidly. Through the Code of Hammurabi, a set of laws, Hammurabi was able to rule the people of Babylonians for about 40 years. Thus through it, one can deduce a lot concerning the Babylonians. The Code's basic principle was "an eye for an eye." It, therefore, ensured that any individual caught committing a crime would never want to repeat it. The Babylonians were very thankful for the Code because it dealt efficiently with a crime without cruelty. The Code's effectiveness has even spilled to our society today, even though it was almost 4,000 years ago. [1:  Horne, Charles. 1915. "The Code of Hammurabi: Introduction." Aug 12. Accessed Feb 7, 2021. https://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hammint.asp/.
] 

 From a perspective of an individual raised in contemporary society, the application of the Code would indeed be harsh. For instance, if an accident were to happen today, many people would be punished for the accident. In Ancient Babylon, this kind of punishment ensured quality workmanship. If a roof would fall and kill the house owners due to a carpenter's shoddy work, the concerned carpenter would be put to death[footnoteRef:2]. Workers, especially the carpenters, were motivated to perfect their work to avoid any form of uncertainty due to unprecedented events. Though cruel, its efficiency is admired by the current society filled with mediocre professionals and fake products.  As such, this points out the reason why Babylon city had commercial success and became renowned for its marvelous architectural designs. [2:  Slanski, Kathryn E. 2012. "The Law of Hummurabi and Its Audience." Yale Journal of Law and Humanities 24 (1): 1-15] 

The basic principle of the Code ensured that no one would be spared of the punishment due to one reason or another. The Code cut through the society; literally, it was a double-edged sword cutting both sides that even the children suffered the same fate. This made the children careful when playing, and as such, this made the streets safe for everyone.1 The many kidnappings that occur today would not have been tolerated in Babylon. Safe streets imply that people's properties were always safe, and it was hard to hear about cases of stealing. This also shows no corruption was there since everyone was busy minding their business to produce and sell quality products that would not put him in trouble. The empire was too small for any criminal to hide; the soldiers were ever roaming, ready to exercise the king's decree as dictated by the Code.
The Babylonian law was a straightforward law whereby one would not need even a lawyer. The rules were specific and strict, and they covered most of the daily activities and situations. Through the principle, which is the laid foundation to many of the world's legal systems, convicting someone was not that difficult. "If a man destroys the eye of another man, his eye shall be destroyed. If he breaks the bone of another, his bone shall be broken", that is how strict but straightforward the rules were.1 They were implemented by the judges drawn from the society's upper-class strata.   
Marriage and family life in Babylon was respected. Inasmuch as the woman was supposed to submit to the husband's commands, she was not in any way disrespected by society. The women enjoyed many privileges enjoyed by men, and if at all the marriage was not working, the two were free to have a divorce. In the divorce, the man was expected to return the dowry and provide the woman with land to do farming and part of his property to help the woman care for the kids. Marriage was as such taken seriously, unlike today where divorcing someone has no much repercussion.[footnoteRef:3] A second wife was allowed when the first wife becomes sick, who he would care for as long as she lives. The women were allowed to collaborate with their husbands in active business.[footnoteRef:4] In case of the husband's death, the custody of the properties was left to the widow. The children were expected to be respectful to their parents since the law handled any form of disobedience. For instance, "If a son hits his father, his hands shall be cut off" was one among the many laws that had been put in place to tame the behavior of children. [3:  Horne, Charles. 1915. "The Code of Hammurabi: Introduction." Aug 12. Accessed Feb 7, 2021. https://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hammint.asp/.]  [4:  Slanski, Kathryn E. 2012. "The Law of Hummurabi and Its Audience." Yale Journal of Law and Humanities 24 (1): 1-15.
] 

In conclusion, the Code of Hammurabi was harsh but efficient in maintaining sanity in the society. With every aspect of how the society was supposed to run covered, one would hardly find a way to commit a crime out of ignorance. Babylon was more of our civilized cities today but with a low crime rate.   
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